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In defence of ‘romping’ 

There is a tendency among many square dance 
leaders to forget as they grow older, that youth is nor- 
maly exuberant: to argue that fast dancing will ‘kill’ the 
popularity of square dancing sounds just a wee bit too 
familiar..... I can quote dance authorities of the early 
19th Century, who decried the ‘boisterous quadrilles’ 
that were crowding the ‘graceful minuet’ from the ball- 
rooms. History also records comments on the expected 
early demise of the undignified polka; Strauss was of- 
ten reproached with the breathless pace of the waltz. 

Take a quick look at your dancers that want slow 
lances ........ aren't they the ones who only yesterday 
gambolled about the floor like young lambs in spring- 
time ?..... you say they have ‘acquired dignity’... but 
sn't this the kind of dignity that to-morrow will leave 
hem home with their television sets:- dignified specta- 


ity 








i 
t 
tors? The real old-timer is usually proud of his a 
to keep up with the young crowd. 


Don't shoot! ... we are not condoning rough dan- 





ia row vist aval. bedla. Fat sorell eroughes 








dancing I've ever scen was s-l-o--w-- 

Keep your sets compact, keep your dancers busy 
with new calls instead of the old chestnuts they know by 
heart; I think both caller and dantefs Wai have more 
fan. And for those who reaiiy prefer the*more formal 
style, why not use the real old time quadrilles instead of 
slowing down present day square dances? 
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SQUARE 


AND FOLK DANCE 


JAMBOREE 
SUNDAY NOV. 13 


Noon till Midnight 


Blome’s Hall 
Carlstadt N.J. 


Moonachie Rd. at Paterson Plank Rd. [ Route 3] 
Sponsored by the 
Garden State Country 
Dancers 


Information:- Phone ARmory 4-5607 or write to 
Rod LaFarge 115 Cliff St., Haledon, Paterson 2, N.J. 





Presenting 


New and original 


Square Dance Calls 
By Rod La Farge 
The Knot 


Music: The Knot 
INTRODUCTION 
Join your hands and circle left, 
Circle left around the ring; 
Circle back the other way, 
Circle back before you swing. 
When you’re home, you swing your own; 
Swing your partner round: 
Put your arm around your girl, 
Promenade the town. 
(Orch. repeats strain B for the promenade) 
FIGURE 
First couple right and circle four, 
Circle four around the floor; 
Dip right through and tie the knot, 
Hands across around you go: 
Hands across, around and round, 
Swing old Nelly Bly; 
Swing your partner up and down, 
Swing her good and high. 
On to the next ete. 
BREAK 
Elbow swing your corner girl, 
Round and round, around you whirl: 
Right hand to your partners all, 
Grand right and left around the hall. 
Meet your partner, promenade; 
Promenade the hall: 
Put your arm around your girl, 
Promenade them all. 


(Orch. repeats strain B for the promenade) 
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EXPLANATION 


Figure: This is bit tricky to explain: remember don’t 
release hands from the cirele four until the call to swing 
partners. Couples one and two join hands and circle 
to the left, once around. Couple two raise their join- 
ed inside hands to form an arch. Couple one passes 
under this arch and with all 8 hands still joined they 
do a half turn, back to back (lady turns clockwise, 
man counter-clockwise.) bringing their joined inside 
up, over their own heads and down in front of them 
forming a double handed star, facing couple two. 
All lean back from the center and circle left with a 
chassé step. Break formation and swing partners. 
Visiting couple progresses on around the set. 


Elbows Over 


Music: medley, chorus of ‘Jinny Crack Corn’ plus 
first 8 bars of ‘Just Before the Battle Mother’. Also 
usuable is the current ‘Radio Cowboy’ song: ‘Say 





INTRODUCTION 

Join your hands and circle left, 
Circle left around the hall; 

Cirele back in the same old track 
And swing your partners all. 

Swing your darlin’ little Nellie 
Swing her round the same old way: 

Promenade around the circle, 
Promenade your Nellie Gray. 


FIGURE 

Head gents swing with the elbow swing, 

Round and round with the elbow swing: 
Run on home and swing your own, 

Swing your honey all alone. 
Swing .... your little corner lady; 

Swing her high and swing her low: 
Promenade that corner lady, 

Promenade, around you go. 


BREAK 


Elbow swing your corner maid, 
Swing her round, don’t be afraid; 

Right hand to your partners ail, 
Grand right and left around the hall. 

Promenade her when you meet her, 
Walk your darlin’ Nellie round; 

Promenade ’em to their places: 
Take your darlin’ back to town. 


EXPLANATION 


Figure: Gents 1 and 2 advance to center, link right 
elbows and swing rapidly, twice around, using the 
buzz step. Head gents return to own partners and 
swing. All four gents swing corners; promenade 
corners around the set. Figure is called 4 times for 
the heads and 4 times for the sides. 


The Whistler 


Music: Refrain of ‘The Whistler and His Dog’, with 
the first phrase repeated. 


INTRODUCTION 


You join your hands and circle left, 
Go halfway round the ring; 
Circle back the other way 
And everybody swing; 
Swing ’em high and you swing ’em low, 
Swing ’em up and down; 
You put your arm around your girl 
And promenade the town .... 
(Whistle with the orchestra for the promenade.) 


FIGURE 

Left hand round your corner girl 
A right hand star around, 

And when you meet the corner again 
You swing her up and down. 

Step right back and you see her smile, 
Then swing her around the floor.... 

Step right back and see if she’s hurt, 
Then swing her around some more; 


Promenade the corner maid, 
You take her round the town..... 
(Whistle for the promenade. ) 
Figure is called 4 times before the break, then repeat an 
additional 4 times with the ladies forming the star. 
BREAK 
Elbow swing your corner girl, 
Your corner lady round: 
Right hand to your partners all; 
Grand right and left around. 
Meet your partner, promenade ; 
Promenade the hall........ 
( Whistle through the promenade. } 
EXPLANATION 
Figure: All join left hands with corners, turn once 
around. Drop hands, men join right hands in the 
center (‘star’ hold) and walk once around clockwise. 
Ail swing corners, and retaining hand grasp (man’s 
left, lady’s right) step away from each other (arm’s 
length) with a vigorous snap. Repeat the swing and 
step-away. Men promenade this corner girl around 
the set to the man’s position. All now have new 
dartners ..... and of course, new corners. 


































































































The Wyckoff Folk Dance Orchestra 


Brockton Fair 


Very nice folk festival Charley Baldwin 
staged at the Brockton (Mass) fair. ‘Tho 
affair outdrew the auto races! Ten folk 
dance groups appeared, including my Lomb- 
ardy Mountaineer Dancers. Especially 
worth mention were the Ukrainians and the 
Satucket square dancers, while the L 
uanian group was out of this world with 
their Mikita, Manulas and other favorites. 
John Kenyon's Pawtucket YWCA Group put on 
a very pretty show with the Loomis Lancers 
and the English Country Dance Society of 
Boston turned out an irreproachable per- 
formance as did the Swedish dancers. The 
Israeli Group had nice numbers, well re- 
hearsed and nicely danced, but they drag- 
ged their program far too long; also they 
would make a much better appearance as an 
exhibition group with a bit more attention 
to costuming. The Eire, Portuguese and 
Greek groups danced just the kind of thing 
I love todo when I have an evening off to 
go out and enjoy myself; unfortunately 
these dances (which are therefore shunned 
by exhibitionists). are much more fun to 
do than to watch. 

Audience participation was provided for 
square dancing with Charles Baldwin, Joe 
Perkins, Laurence Loy and Rod La Farge as 
callers. 

The Country Dance Serenaders did a wonderful job 
on the music for the affair. 


ROSIN Ge BOW 


Will feature Italian folk dances next issue including 








the Tarantella Montevergine, never before published 
more new square dance calls, ect. Don’t miss it. 




















Deutscher Tanzverein von Passaic exhibit a Landler 
in figures at the Annual Dance Festival of the Universi- 
ty of Conneticut. The group practices at Holy Trinity 
R.C. (German) Church, directed by Rod La Farge. 

Festival was bigger and brighter than ever this year, 
nearly all (1500) of the participants in costume. 


F. A. Sprunger 
Bristol, Indiana 


AMERICAN SQUARES, THE FOLK DANCE MAGAZINE 


American Squares will bring you more for your square dance 
dollar than anything else. IE you spend it for a dance, you might get 
one evening of pleasure from it. Spent for American Squares it will 
bring you twelve issues, twelve evenings of pleasure, not to mention 
the fun and help you get from using the material. 


American Squares is the only square or folk dance magazine that 
covers the whole United States and brings you dances. helps, sug- 


gestions and articles from every section. It comes out regularly once a 





month. It is acknowledged to be the leading American periodical in 
the folk dance field. 


Fach month brings you articles on a diversity of square dance 
subjects: training callers, how to run a big affair, what others are 
doing, biography, travel, hints on teaching, almost any phase of 
square dancing. There is an editorial each month written by one of 
the editors. Two columns alternate: The Callers’ Corner by C. D. 


Foster of Denver. Colo. and From a Caller’s Scrap Book by Ralph 





Page of Keene, New Hampshire. Books and record reviews bring you 


the opinions of the reviewers on the new publications and keep you 
up to date on what is coming out. Junior Barn Dance is abstracted 


from the instructions of that name written by Bob Hagar for the 





high schools of Spokane, Washington; it is for beginners and teachers 





of beginners. Coming Events lists the larger dances and festivals for 
the coming month. Finally Try These gives calls and instructions for 
square and folk dances of a variety of kinds: easy, hard; prompted. 
sung, called; square, contra and round. And the magazine is sprinkled 
with notes on what is going on and what people are doing. Even 
the advertisements bring you information on what is new and 


available in the folk dance world. 


In addition to printing a magazine, American Squares, publishes 
books and carries a supply of books and records for your convenience. 
Your local store doesn’t carry all the little labels that put out square 
and folk dance records, but we try to stock the best. Write for our 


catalogue. 


SOME OF THE EDITORS WHO WRITE FOR AMERICAN 
SQUARES 


Jimmy Clossin of El P: 


instructor of school teach 





a fuli time square dance caller and 
with Imperial Records, Albums 


of West Texas Square Dances. 








FD iô, 17, i3, 19 and 20; eo-au 








C. D. Foster of Denver, Colo., a full-t 
led at the dance hi 
Spanish-Ame 


me square dance caller. He fiddled 





and 





ather gave for him when he returned from the 








can War and has been at it ever since; author of Learn to 





Dance and Call Square Dances, Parts I and II, recording artist for Folkraft 
Records. 


Harold “Deke” Fowler, of New 
Caller’ 





Haven, Conn., founder of the Connecticut 





Association, radio star cf the Connecticut Network. 





Lou Harrington of Rockford, Il. a prolific c 





ler, writer and instructor, his 





callers’ courses are famous ove 





ate area and his materials appear 
in American Squares. 

Paul Hunt, of Hempstead, Long Island, N. Y., favorite singing caller of 
Long Island, recording artist for Dise Records. Album 531. 

J. B. Hurst, of Enid, Oklahoma, president of the Northern Oklahoma 
Square Dance Association. 

Gus Empie, of Boise, Idaho, manager of the Boise Valley Square Dance 
association, radio star of station K D S H, co-author of Boise Valley Square 
Dances. 

Elsie Morris, of Tacoma, Washington, exponent of the modern dance, 


eration. 












secretary of the Wa ance F 


Minnesota, associate profe 


r of Physical 
ember of the Legislative Board of 





alph Piper, of 









Education at the Unive: 





Dance Association of Health, Physical 


l and Recreational, c! of the Folk Dance Committee of the 


Volk Art Foundation of Am member of the Research Committee of the 





National Dance Section. 


Virginia Andersen of Hollywood, California, president of the Southern 
Section of the California Folk Dance Federation. 





Charley Thomas of Woodbury, New Jersey, founder and editor of American 





Squares author of Twelve Home Made Square Dances, radio star of WBUD, 
KYW, WCAM, first square dance caller on television WPTZ. 


Ralph Page, of Keene, New Hampshire, beloved singing caller of New 
England, co-author of The Country Dance Book, editor of Northern Junket, 
recording artist for Dise Records Album 530, professor at Folkways-Manado- 
nock School, 


Twelve Homemade Square Danced 


By Charley Thomas 
Are you looking for new dances? These are all new because Charley made 
them up himself. This collection contains The Mill Wheel the favorite dance 
of thousands all over the country. You will get your money's worth from that 
dance alone. Complete instructions, calls and suggestions for music for all the 
dances. Postpaid 50e 
Wholesale prices on request. 





America Square Dances 


ited by Dot Burgin 





What kind of dances do you want in a square dance book? Fa 
New? Old? They are all in the 70 dances described in America Square Dances, 
because this volume contains all the dances published during the first year of 
AMERICAN SQUARES. Dances collected by the editors, sent in by the readers 
and even original dances. Dot Burgin has sorted and arranged them, written 
fuller explanations where necessary and added a set of general instructions 
in square dancing for beginners and this is it. Even if you have every issue 
of the first volume of AMERICAN SQUARES you will want the dances in 
this handy compilation. Postpaid $1.50 
Wholesale prices on request. 


Difficult ? 
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American Squares 
121-18 Delaware Street 
Woodbury, N. Y. 
I enclose $1.00 for a year of the American square dance m: 
zine. Kindly send it to the address below. If 1 have put a cross in this 





square, please send me your catalogue.  [ 


Name in es es 





sted in square 
dancing. If I have a cross in the square back of their names, I enclose 
a $1 each for subscriptions for them, please send them a gift card. 
Tf not, just send them your literature. 








Name g 
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Address Sen ne rel 

Name oO 





Address: zus essen 


I am enclosing a separate sheet with more of them. 


